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world’s richest and poorest countries by sup-
porting comprehensive debt relief and pro-
viding billions of dollars in loans and grants
to developing nations for projects that pro-
mote health, nutrition, education, entrepre-
neurship, and civil society.

While the devastating world wars of the
20th century are now a part of history, ethnic
and regional conflicts continue to threaten
global stability and contribute to human mis-
ery. Millions of innocent people have lost
their lives in such conflicts, and millions of
families have been driven from their home-
lands to seek refuge in neighboring nations.
Through its international diplomacy efforts,
peacekeeping operations, and humanitarian
assistance, the United Nations serves as a
beacon of hope for countries torn apart by
ethnic, religious, or regional strife.

In September of this year, the leaders of
189 countries came together in New York
at the United Nations Millennium Summit.
This unprecedented gathering of inter-
national leaders reaffirmed that the impor-
tance of the U.N.’s mission is undiminished
after more than 5 decades of extraordinary
challenge and global change.

As we observe United Nations Day this
year, let us celebrate the spirit of inter-
national cooperation and dedication to peace
enshrined in the U.N. Charter. For 55 years,
the United Nations has led the world in ad-
dressing international security problems and
promoting human rights and human dignity.
Today we reaffirm our commitment to this
vital institution and pledge to work with
other member nations to ensure that the
U.N. is equipped with the resources it needs
to remain a powerful instrument of the inter-
national community and an effective force
for the common good.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2000,
as United Nations Day. I encourage all
Americans to educate themselves about the
activities and accomplishments of the United
Nations and to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and activities
devoted to enhancing international coopera-
tion.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 26, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 27.

Remarks on Signing the Jordan-
United States Trade Agreement
October 24, 2000

The President. Thank you very much.
Your Majesty and members of the Jordanian
delegation; Senator Lugar; Senator Moy-
nihan; Representatives Bonior and Levin;
Secretary Cohen and other members of the
administration.

Let me begin by saying a special word of
appreciation to Dr. Mohammad Halaiqa and
to our Ambassador Charlene Barshefsky for
the work they did on this agreement.

The American negotiators, led by Cath-
erine Novelli, and their Jordanian counter-
parts have labored hard over these last few
months and around the clock this past week-
end, something that seems to be the order
of the day for us lately, to conclude this very
important agreement.

Most of all, it is a great honor to welcome
King Abdullah to the White House again. He
is a voice of reason and calm in a region ur-
gently in need of both. His leadership has
been especially important over these last dif-
ficult weeks, which have brought such suf-
fering and loss in the Middle East, and
thrown into sharp relief the choices facing
all people in the region.

Down one path lie the enormous chal-
lenges of building a lasting, secure peace and
the concomitant enormous benefits. Down
the other path lies more bloodshed, more ha-
tred, more shattered lives and broken
dreams.

Though the path of peace is steep and has
become steeper these last few weeks, in the
long run it is the only path that offers the
peoples of the Middle East hope for a normal
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life as part of the modern world. That is the
path Jordan has chosen consistently.

It is critically important that the United
States stand with Jordan and leaders like
King Abdullah, struggling to give their peo-
ple prosperity, standing for peace, under-
standing that the two pursuits go hand in
hand.

As hard as that may be, there must be an
end to the violence, and the Israelis and Pal-
estinians must find a way out of confrontation
back to the path of peaceful dialog, and they
must do it sooner rather than later. For in
the Middle East, as we have all learned, time
does not heal wounds, it simply rubs more
salt in them. The issues do not change. They
just get harder to resolve.

The agreement we are about to sign will
establish free trade between the United
States and Jordan. It is a good and important
agreement, one that I hope Congress will
support on a bipartisan basis. It will be good
for the United States, good for Jordan, good
for the long-term prospects for peace in the
Middle East. It will eliminate duties and
break down commercial barriers to trade be-
tween our two nations in both products and
services.

Under King Abdullah’s leadership, Jordan
already has made impressive strides in mod-
ernizing its economy, opening its markets,
promoting the well-being of its people. This
agreement will help to accelerate that
progress. It will also cement the bonds of
friendship that already exist between Jordan
and the United States.

The record is clear that open trade creates
opportunities, raises prosperity, and can lift
lives in every country. Nowhere is this more
apparent than here in the United States,
where our exports in open markets have
helped to fuel the longest expansion in our
history. Nowhere are the benefits of trade
more critically needed than in the Middle
East. By opening markets, we can help to
ease poverty that makes peace hard to
achieve and harder still to sustain.

Today’s agreement is remarkable in an-
other respect as well. Even if it didn’t have
a thing to do with peace, we would still be
here, because it is the first free trade agree-
ment ever signed by the United States which
incorporates into the body of the text labor

and environmental protections, a landmark
achievement for which the negotiators on
both sides deserve extremely high praise.

For the United States, this follows through
on our commitment to insure that the drive
toward globalization reinforces protections
for our workers and for air, water, and other
natural resources. The first trade agreement
to have undergone an environmental review
under a new U.S. policy requiring such anal-
yses. This trade agreement is one that all
Americans can be proud of.

For Jordan, it represents a farsighted com-
mitment to worker and environmental pro-
tection that is very much in keeping with Jor-
dan’s visionary commitment to peace. In to-
day’s world, developing countries can achieve
growth without making some of the mistakes
developed nations made on our path to in-
dustrialization. In the information age, the
byproduct of the industrial age, the idea that
to grow more you had to exploit both workers
and the environment, is simply no longer
true.

Today it is possible to grow an economy
faster, while protecting air, water, and keep-
ing children in school. This trade agreement
embodies that big idea. Now we must turn
our energies to implementing it as soon as
possible. The insistent voices urging us to
build a future that is healthier, more just,
more prosperous, and more peaceful are not
patient, nor should they be. This is a very
good day.

Again, let me extend my congratulations
to the negotiators, my thanks to the King of
Jordan and his Government and my great
hope that this will be the beginning of even
stronger bonds between our people and a
real trend in modern commercial agreements
among good people and good nations every-
where.

Now, I’d like to invite His Majesty to come
up here and make a few remarks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:52 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Deputy Prime Minister Moham-
mad Halaiqa of Jordan. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of King Abdullah II of Jordan.
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Remarks at a People for the
American Way Reception
October 24, 2000

Thank you very much, Ralph. I want to
thank you and your predecessor, Carole
Shields, and the other board members of the
People for the American Way. I thank Rep-
resentative Sheila Jackson Lee from Houston
for joining us tonight. Where are you, Sheila?
She’s here somewhere—right there. Thank
you. And I want to thank Mary Frances
Berry. You know, we go back to the Carter
administration together. We’ve been friends
for way over 20 years, and now she’s the
Chair of our U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights. She’s done a magnificent job. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

I smiled when I walked in and put my arm
around her. I said, ‘‘Mary Frances, that gray
hair looks a lot better on you than it does
on me.’’ And we concluded that we had both
earned every one of ours in the last 8 years,
and we’re proud to have them. So thank you,
Mary Frances Berry. Thank you.

I want to thank you for hosting this event.
I thank all of you for participating, because
one of the great questions the American peo-
ple will answer in this election is the future
of the Supreme Court, the future of the Fed-
eral courts generally, and what the shape of
American life will be when it comes to the
individual rights of American citizens, and
potentially as important, the power of the
United States Congress and the Federal Gov-
ernment to protect the American people
from all manner of things, in the face of a
determined effort by what is already on occa-
sion a majority in the Supreme Court to limit
the ability of the Congress to do it.

On a daily basis, Federal judges make de-
cisions that affect our everyday lives. Of
course, they can decide at the Supreme
Court level whether women continue to have
the right to choose or if their fundamental
rights to privacy will be eliminated; whether
the Government can keep a safe environ-
ment for our children; whether we can keep
guns out of schools; whether we can pass a
law to protect women from violence; whether
we can ban hate crimes; and whether we can
expect the States to cooperate with the Fed-
eral Government and do their part if the

Congress finds the national interest, or
whether we will have a new form of ultra-
conservative judicial activism that rejects the
Government’s rights or authority to protect
the rights of our citizens and the interests
of our citizens.

For 8 years now, I have worked to ensure
that our courts at all levels are filled with
judges who are qualified, fair, reflect our Na-
tion’s diversity, and uphold and enforce our
laws. Since 1993, I’ve had the honor to ap-
point more women and minorities to the
Federal bench than any previous President,
almost half of my judicial appointees. But I’m
also gratified to know that they have garnered
the highest percentages of top ABA ratings
of any group of Presidential appointees in
nearly 40 years, which shatters the myth that
you can’t have diversity and excellence at the
same time.

In spite of the fact that study after study
after study have shown how qualified these
people are, and I might add, how relatively
nonideological and mainstream, a number of
my appointees, especially in election years,
both in 1996 and this year—although in this
case, some of these go back the last 3 or 4
years—have been denied a place on the
bench and in many cases even denied a hear-
ing for partisan political reasons, even though
it’s clear that they’re qualified. There are
more than 40 pending judicial nominees cur-
rently. More than half of them are women
and minorities. A study not very long ago
showed that the women and minorities I ap-
pointed had to wait a whole lot longer for
a hearing than guys that looked like me, and
that they were much more likely to be de-
nied.

For example, even though the fourth cir-
cuit in our country, in southeastern United
States, has the largest percentage of African-
Americans of any Circuit in the United
States, no African-American has ever served
on it. And there have been plenty of qualified
lawyers in the fourth circuit who happen to
be African-American. Roger Gregory would
be the first African-American. He’s not been
given a hearing.

In the fifth circuit, which has, next to the
ninth circuit, the largest number of His-
panics, Enrique Moreno—graduated with
great distinction from Harvard and is a native


